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The Quest for Certainty: Amos Blanch Jones’
Attempt to Recreate a Pre-Civil War Southern
Mentality
By Charity Ethridge
Although many m odem historians have struggled to
create a com prehensive definition o f the Old South, fewer have
attempted to figure out why postbellum southerners felt the need
to create a mythical Old South. Some historians believe that the
loss o f a distinctive southern lifestyle after the Civil War created
a regional void in identity that needed to be explained. The
development o f this m emory m anifested itself in the idealization
o f an cien t so u th ern m o rals su ch h onor, g en tility , and
republicanism and created the cultural foundation for the postwar
New South. The life o f Amos Blanch Jones allows modem
readers to understand how the Old South mentality manifested
itself in the N ew South. Jones’s life mirrored many o f the
regional changes that occurred around him. He remembered the
world he knew before the Civil War and attempted to instill those
values as the president o f the Huntsville Female College after the
war.
Amos Blanch Jones led a childhood o f privilege and
wealth. He was bom on Decem ber 4, 1841, in Boydton, Virginia,
and grew up in Jackson, Tennessee.1 His parents were Amos
Westley Jones and Caroline M atilda Blanch.2 Jones lived a life
o f fortune because his father owned four hundred acres o f land
and forty slaves w ith the property value o f all land and goods at

1 “Amos Blanch Jones Family Tree,” Ancestry.com, http://trees.ancestry.com
[accessed November 1, 2009].

Amos Blanch Jones, interview by Gustavus W. Dyer and John Trotwood
Moore, in The Tennessee Civil War Veterans Questionnaires, edited by
Colleen Morse Elliott and Louise Armstrong M oxley [Easley: Southern
Historical Press, 1985], 3:1248.
2
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around $15,000.3 His father held the position o f president o f the
M emphis Conference Female Institute and oversaw the w ell
being o f the faith, morality, and education o f young women
throughout the South.4 Records show that Jones’s family lived in
a frame house with ten rooms instead o f the common log houses
o f poorer farmers. They also had an additional building with
eighty rooms for classes and female residents for the institute.5
Amos Blanch Jones’s lifestyle differed from the majority
o f m ost poor farmers in the antebellum South. According to
Jam es Oakes in The Ruling Race, slaves and land were the two
indicators o f wealth for southerners during the antebellum
period. As land diminished or became infertile in areas o f the
South, farmers and slaveholders pushed west in search o f new
land.6 Jones’s family mirrored O akes’s sentiments as his family
m oved to the Old Southwest like many other southerners. The
stability that Jones’s family achieved after their w estward
m igration gave them power and credibility in a world where
many struggled. Their success could be perceived as an
achievem ent that represented a bom right to lead. This type o f
success catered to the idea o f republicanism that the South held

Amos Blanch Jones, interview by Gustavus W. Dyer and John Trotwood
Moore, in The Tennessee Civil War Veterans Questionnaires, edited by
Colleen Morse Elliott and Louise Armstrong Moxley [Easley: Southern
Historical Press, 1985], 3:1246-1247.
3

Amos Blanch Jones, interview by Gustavus W. Dyer and John Trotwood
Moore, in The Tennessee Civil War Veterans Questionnaires, edited by
Colleen Morse Elliott and Louise Armstrong M oxley [Easley: Southern
Historical Press, 1985], 3:1246.
4

Amos Blanch Jones, interview by Gustavus W. Dyer and John Trotwood
Moore, in The Tennessee Civil War Veterans Questionnaires, edited by
Colleen Morse Elliott and Louise Armstrong Moxley [Easley: Southern
Historical Press, 1985], 3:1247.
5

6 James Oakes, The Ruling Race: A History o f American Slaveholders [New
York: W.W. Norton & Co., 1998], 73.
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to justify slavery and aristocratic leadership. Republicanism in
the Old South allowed the elite planter class to rule and maintain
control over poorer citizens. Since the Jones family found power
and wealth in a variety o f occupations and slave ownership, they
became responsible for the welfare o f their more needy
neighbors in Jackson. Amos Blanch Jones would later recall
that common farmers and non-slaveholders were friends o f his
family, and when they needed assistance, his father sent help.
Elite planters in the Jackson com m unity helped by providing
loans to those who needed them in order to increase land
holdings or buy slaves.7
Jones’s attitude proves that elites
perceived poor farmers as members o f the society, regardless o f
their status. According to Jones, elite planters did not consider
them selves above poorer farm ers as long as they were
gentlemen. Different classes spent time together at churches,
schools, and public occasions and even participated in the same
communion services.8 The aid the Jackson elite gave to poor
farmers allowed planters to maintain their prom inent status by
reminding those farmers o f their capability to lend aid. The
camaraderie also allowed planters to create the idea that all
southerners were equal to ensure peace within the community.
It is possible that Jones was oblivious to class differences
and the use o f wealth to earn prestige because he belonged to the
South’s ruling class. He was in college at the start o f the Civil
War, and being a child, it is likely he misunderstood the concept
o f pow er and wealth and viewed the relations o f his family with

Amos Blanch Jones, interview by Gustavus W. Dyer and John Trotwood
Moore, in The Tennessee Civil War Veterans Questionnaires, edited by
Colleen Morse Elliott and Louise Armstrong Moxley [Easley: Southern
Historical Press, 1985], 3:1247.
7

Amos Blanch Jones, interview by Gustavus W. Dyer and John Trotwood
Moore, in The Tennessee Civil War Veterans Questionnaires, edited by
Colleen Morse Elliott and Louise Armstrong Moxley [Easley: Southern
Historical Press, 1985], 3:1247.
8
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other families as simply friendly relationships in much the same
way his childhood friendships developed. Children tend not see
class or race; therefore, it is possible Jones saw only the physical
connection in relationships not the motivations behind them.
This childlike naivety portrays the same mind set southerners
used to maintain a society that allowed for the perception o f
positive class relations, which also led to the ferocity by which
they fought the Civil War and tried to mend their ideals through
the Old South myth.
Although many planters and their sons managed to avoid
serving in the military early in the war, Jones left Auburn
U niversity to enlist in the Sixth Tennessee Regiment, Company
H on M ay 15, 1861, in his hometown o f Jackson, Tennessee.9
The first battle his company fought was the Battle o f Shiloh, and
he later participated in the Battle o f Chickamauga and the Siege
o f A tlanta.10 His life was riddled with loss. Jones laid beside
fellow soldier, Joe Cock, when he was shot and killed at
K ennesaw M ountain on June 27-28, 1863.11 Prior to this near
death experience, Jones was injured at Chickamauga and later at

Amos Blanch Jones, interview by Gustavus W. Dyer and John Trotwood
Moore, in The Tennessee Civil War Veterans Questionnaires, edited by
Colleen Morse Elliott and Louise Armstrong Moxley [Easley: Southern
Historical Press, 1985], 3:1246-1247.
9

Robert Gates, “Those Who Served from Madison County Tennessee: Civil
War, Sixth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers,” Genealogy Trails, http://
genealogytrails.com/tenn/madison/milcivil6 .html [accessed November 1,
2009],
10

11 Robert Gates, “Those Who Served from Madison County Tennessee: Civil
War, Sixth Regiment Tennessee Volunteers,” Genealogy Trails, http://
genealogytrails.com/tenn/madison/milcivil6 .html [accessed November 1,
2009],
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A tlanta.12 Even after Jones’ valiant serve and his injuries, his
treatment after the war left him w ondering w hat happened to the
society that he knew and loved.
The type o f treatm ent Jones faced after the Civil War
helps examine the southern need to create an Old South myth to
regain their strength and pride after the destruction o f war. After
the Confederate armies surrendered in the Spring 1865, Union
forces disenfranchised Jones and he snuck back to his hometown
at great risk because the Union army already had possession o f
his childhood hom e.13 Jones held no possessions after the war
because Union troops confiscated his fam ily’s property.14 He
became dependent on odd jobs to find ways o f m aking money
and support himself. He started as a farm er and earned money
selling cotton. He farmed for two years and then began work as a
traveling salesm an.15 Jones’ lifestyle was characteristic o f many
southerners after the Civil War as he fell into poverty. This
dim inishment o f status for southerners led to the development o f
the Old South myth because southerners w anted to identify with
the genteel and stately living the aristocratic planters held before
12Amos Blanch Jones, interview by Gustavus W. Dyer and John Trotwood
Moore, in The Tennessee Civil War Veterans Questionnaires, edited by
Colleen Morse Elliott and Louise Armstrong Moxley [Easley: Southern
Historical Press, 1985], 3:1248.
13 Amos Blanch Jones, interview by Gustavus W. Dyer and John Trotwood
Moore, in The Tennessee Civil War Veterans Questionnaires, edited by
Colleen Morse Elliott and Louise Armstrong M oxley [Easley: Southern
Historical Press, 1985], 3:1248.
14 Amos Blanch Jones, interview by Gustavus W. Dyer and John Trotwood
Moore, in The Tennessee Civil War Veterans Questionnaires, edited by
Colleen Morse Elliott and Louise Armstrong Moxley [Easley: Southern
Historical Press, 1985], 3:1248-1251.
15 Amos Blanch Jones, interview by Gustavus W. Dyer and John Trotwood
Moore, in The Tennessee Civil War Veterans Questionnaires, edited by
Colleen M orse Elliott and Louise Armstrong M oxley [Easley: Southern
Historical Press, 1985], 3:1248.
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the Civil War.
M any southerners lacked the ability to gain
upw ard m obility after the war, and they depended on the notions
and memories o f the pre-Civil War South to create goals for their
N ew South lives.
Few were fortunate enough to achieve the goals o f
returning to the old ways o f honor, loyalty, and gentility, but
some, like Amos Blanch Jones, managed to rebound in the New
South. The few men who regained status held the responsibility
to recreate the honor o f Old South ideals.
Jones used his
teaching as a way to instill southern pride and gentility into the
N ew South way o f life. His major accomplishm ent at attem pting
such a merger o f ideals in the New South was becom ing
president o f the Huntsville Female College and other female
institutes. Prior to his appointment as president o f the college,
Jones worked as a teacher in M ississippi and then as a steward
for his father at the M emphis Conference Female Institute until
he rented it from his father and became president o f it for two
years.16 After these two years, he became president o f the
Huntsville Female College in 1880.17 Jones only retained sixty
dollars upon coming to Huntsville and left two-hundred dollars
in debt. Upon arriving at Huntsville, Jones quickly m anaged to
change his position because in six years he bought his wife a
large house on college property.18 With his presidency and rising
status, Jones quickly put him self in a position to maintain the Old
16Amos Blanch Jones, interview by Gustavus W. Dyer and John Trotwood
Moore, in The Tennessee Civil War Veterans Questionnaires, edited by
Colleen Morse Elliott and Louise Armstrong Moxley [Easley: Southern
Historical Press, 1985], 3:1248-1251.
17 Correspondence to Reverend A.H. Nabors, Pastor, First Methodist Church,
Huntsville, Alabama, December 25,1952.
18 Amos Blanch Jones, interview by Gustavus W. Dyer and John Trotwood
Moore, in The Tennessee Civil War Veterans Questionnaires, edited by
Colleen Morse Elliott and Louise Armstrong Moxley [Easley: Southern
Historical Press, 1985], 3:1248-1251.
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South republican value that everyone had a specific place in
society.
After the Civil War, the South became a region with little
continuity as the status o f individuals changed.
The
com memoration o f the Old South dealt with the reestablishment
o f the different class stations for the New South. As women in
the North used the Civil War to begin to assert their own rights
and northern factories allowed women workers, the idea o f
separate spheres proved important to regaining principles o f Old
South republicanism by ensuring women stayed in the home.
The genteel and moral women who worked at home became a
major symbol o f the Old South, and this ideal was one status that
southerners could maintain, unlike slavery. Jones’ presidency at
the Huntsville Female College placed him in a position o f
leadership where he upheld the southern thinking o f w om en’s
domesticity in the face o f N ew South industry.
Jones held
responsibility for the moral, physical, and intellectual growth o f
the female students. In order to maintain this sense o f southern
identity, he portrayed him self as a father to the students, and the
parents put their trust in his ability to teach their girls. The
yearly college catalogs described the institution as a Christian
family with the president as the father o f the family. He sat at
the same table with many o f his pupils during their meal times
suggesting devotion to the well-being o f the students as if he was
a father wanting to know about his daughter’s day.19 Jones had a
say in the physical and mental growth o f the girls by being
present during all o f these occasions. He appeared chosen to
look after the girls like w ealthy planters looked after poor
farmers in the Old South.

19Annual Catalogue o f the Huntsville Female College, 41st ed. [Nashville:
Publishing House M.E. Church, South, 1891], 19-20.
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The m orality o f women played a m ajor role in their status
during the Old South; therefore, to rem em ber southern ideals and
encourage fixed status, Jones focused on the m orality o f his
female students. The catalogs required that students w ear the
same type o f garments. In the winter, students were required to
w ear a black dress, coat, and hat. In the summer and spring, the
students wore white dresses and hats with no pattern or color.
They did not w ear any silk or satin. The reasons for such a strict
and plain dress code were to prevent vanity and to aid the
southern econom y by buying items m anufactured in the South.20
This plain dress prevented any chance o f appearing too sexual or
feminine so the focus could be on the mind and domestic nature
o f the students. Jones also limited the type o f information female
students obtained and the company they kept. Rules hindered
women from communicating with the opposite sex or circulating
any outside inform ation w ithout approval.21
Lack o f
20

Annual Catalogue o f the Huntsville Female College, 32nd ed. [Cincinnati:

Elm St. Printing Co., 1882], 24.
21

Annual Catalogue o f the Huntsville Female College, 41st ed. [Nashville:

Publishing House M.E. Church, South, 1891], 20.
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com munication with men ensured the students would not engage
in any distasteful activity or even know about any immoral
behavior. Old South ideals wanted women to be pure without the
understanding o f sexual activity or vanity. They attended school
to become better daughters and m others not to assert their own
sexual or physical independence. W ithout this naivety and purity,
southern w om en lost their status in southern society, and they
became no better than liberal northern women.
The last regulation Jones placed on female students was
their domesticity. During the Old South, women were mothers
and took care o f the household. In order to control at least one
status from the Old South, Jones ensured the education o f
women stayed w ithin the arts and domestic fields. Teachers
taught the basics o f math and science but all other eight schools
in the curriculum fell under the arts.22 During the Old South,
southerners believed women should be educated in order to be
better mothers, but they did not need skills they could use outside
o f the home. Science and math only proved truly important
outside o f the home for women; therefore, Jones skimmed briefly
over those subjects.
A graduation speech from Huntsville
Female College by Reverend O.P. Fitzgerald signified the belief
o f keeping women in domestic roles after the w ar because o f
republican principles. The speech recognized that God ordained
limitations for all individuals to fall into a specific job, and for
women, it was to stay a homemaker. Fitzgerald argued that
women should not be fashionable. He encouraged that women
learn to do their best while in school but to use the education
they achieved to mold the minds o f their children and not further

22

Annual Catalogue o f the Huntsville Female College, 32nd ed. [Cincinnati:

Elm St. Printing Co., 1882], 13.
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their own education to move into the work force.23 By allowing
Fitzgerald to speak, Jones used his power and prestige to mold
the N ew South minds back toward the ideals o f republicanism .
He practiced republicanism through the education o f young
women by encouraging them to maintain the pre-Civil War ideals
o f m orality and domesticity.

Huntsville Female College burned down in 1895, and the
local new spaper reported it as, “The Once Proud Alma M ater o f
Thousands o f Southern M atrons and M aidens a Pile o f
Sm ouldering Ruins.”24 This description enhanced the ideals
southerners sought to return to after the destruction o f the Civil
War. Amos Blanch Jones became a patron o f achieving this Old
South identity because o f his past and present. He grew up with

23 Reverend O.R Fitzgerald D.D., “Finish What You Undertake” [speech,
presented to the 1889 graduating class o f Huntsville Female College,
Huntsville, AL, June 5, 1889].
24 “In Ashes: The Huntsville Female College Gutted by The Flames,” 1894
Madison County, Alabama Archives, Madison County Public Library.
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the ideal o f republicanism as a m ember o f a prominent planter
family, and his family taught him to look out for the poorer
classes as a duty. He fought to revive his status after the Civil
War by becom ing president o f the Huntsville Female College.
Once he achieved that status, it became his duty to instill
southern identity through his power. He did this by following his
republican ideology, from his childhood, to ensure that southern
females m aintained their Old South roles o f domesticity. After
the fire, Jones continued to move to other female institutions
sharing the same principles at each. Jones was a direct product
o f the Old South ideals, and after the Civil War, he revived the
Old South m emory by using republican ideals o f status and
gentility to teach female students at Huntsville Female College
and maintain the original status quo.
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